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J ones, Kathleen

Jackson, Michigan

Kathleen Jones, 72, of Jackson, Michigan, passed away on Thursday, February 5, 2026, at Henry

Ford Hospital in Jackson, MI. Kathleen’s family and friends will gather Friday, February 13, 2026
from 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm at Eineder Funeral Homes – Michigan Center Chapel. Her funeral
service will follow at 3:00 pm. Fr. Tim Nelson will serve as celebrant.

She was born on February 12, 1953, in Jackson, Michigan to Robert and Virginia
(Sczcybiek/Badgley) Jones. Kathleen married the love of her life, John Merkel, on November

27,1988 in Marshall, Michigan. She will be remembered for her strong faith. Kathe was a Napoleon
High School graduate, class of 1972. She was a loving wife that made family her priority. Kathe
was very active in her church, participating in the Adoration at St. Joseph Catholic Church, and

she taught CCD at St. John Evangelist Catholic Church. She retired from State of Michigan DMV
after 22 years of service. In her spare time, she enjoyed quilting, being a member of the Quilt
Guild and she was an avid reader. Kathe loved taking the families bi-annual trips to Frankenmuth

to celebrate birthdays and shop, especially with her niece. She was the organizer for the family
reunions and was well loved by all. Kathe will dearly be missed by all who knew and loved her.

Kathleen will be missed by her loving husband, John Merkel; her siblings, Mary (Frank) Donovan,
Linda Shepard and Tom Jones; and several nieces and nephews. She is preceded in death by her
parents, Robert and Virginia and brothers; Bob, Dick and John Jones.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be given to St. John Evangelist Catholic Church.
Please leave a message of comfort for Kathleen’s family or sign her guestbook at

https://www.EinederFuneralHomes.com.
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Family & Friends Visitation

Eineder  Funeral Homes - Michigan Center

Chapel

820 5th St, Michigan Center MI 49254

Funeral Service

Eineder  Funeral Homes - Michigan Center

Chapel

820 5th St, Michigan Center MI 49254
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Friday, February 13, 2026

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ET

Friday, February 13, 2026

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ET
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MA Mary A. planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Kathleen.

February 12 at 9:36 AM

AG Arlene Griffin posted:

John, I am sorry to hear of Kathe’s passing, I have been thinking about her a lot lately.

Remembering fun times with her. The first one that came to mind was her taking Carolyn Diamond

and me to Ann Arbor to get our first tattoos with Suzanne. I’ve missed you both and I am so sorry

that I lost touch with you both. Praying for peace and comfort for all who loved her. Arlene Griffin

February 11 at 8:42 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Kathleen by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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